Polak, Airton Torres da Costa, Bernardo Bitelman) and, more recently, Group of Liver transplants (Alberto Queiroz Farias).
In the surgical area, chairs initially located at Santa Casa de Misericórdia de São Paulo, were gradually transferred to Hospital das Clinicas at FMUSP (HC-FMUSP), where they were organized in three surgical services: the First, Second and Third Surgical Clinics, respectively directed by Professors Alípio Correa Netto, Edmundo Vasconcellos and Benedicto Montenegro. The general surgeons of the three clinics performed, besides digestive system procedures, general procedures such as abdominal wall hernias repairs and thyroidectomies.
In 1952, on the initiative of Prof. Alípio Correa Netto, specialized sector groups were created: Cardiac and Thoracic Surgery; Burns and Plastic Surgery; Peripheral Vascular Surgery; and Digestive Surgery where eminent surgeons specialists acted in their specific areas.
In 1953 Professors Alípio Correa Netto and Benedicto Montenegro merged the two chairs under their command, bringing together the various surgical disciplines. Was thus unofficially created, the Department of Surgery of the University of São Paulo School of Medicine. This unification allowed surgeons acting in different disciplines focus their attention and work on their areas of interest and expertise, thus contributing to the greater progress of surgical specialization. Particularly, in the setting of digestive surgery, until then, performed and taught in three different services, two Disciplines were created in this still embryonic Department of Surgery: one dedicated to the esophagus, stomach and small intestine, headed by Prof. Mario Ramos de Oliveira and the other dealing with the diseases of the liver, bile ducts, pancreas, colons, rectum and anus headed by Prof. Arrigo Antonio Raia.
With the retirement of Prof. Benedicto Montenegro, in 1956, the previously achieved chair unification was undone, returning to three services of digestive surgery: First Surgical Clinic, under the direction of Prof At the initiative of Profs. Arrigo Raia and Henrique Pinotti, the Brazilian Ministry of Education and Culture -MEC approved, in 1982, the residency program in the Digestive Surgery, which provided the development of the specialization in Brazil. Nowadays, after a two-year period of residency training in general surgery, the Digestive and Colorectal Surgery Discipline offers a further twoyear program of advanced training in digestive surgery. The Discipline of Clinical Gastroenterology Division also offers a two-year residency core program in Clinical Gastroenterology, after two years of residency training in internal medicine. After the second year, residents can apply for an additional one-year training in a sub area of their choice, Endoscopy or Hepatology. In addition, residents have the opportunity to intern at the Hospital Clínic of the University of Barcelona or at other universities of Europe and the United States.
The role of the DG-FMUSP in postgraduate sensu stricto is of great value to the progress of national scientific production. Its postgraduate program in Digestive Surgery was created in 1970 to provide academic education for professionals graduated in the area of health seeking for master and PhD titles. In 1977 the Discipline of Clinical Gastroenterology also started its postgraduate program, sensu stricto, still keeping for several years a undergraduate sensu lato program for specialization in Gastroenterology and Hepatology.
A large number of professionals from different health areas were graduated from both programs, including many Faculty Department members, as well as other professionals currently working in universities and services in Brazil and abroad.
Since its origin, several pioneering proposals characterized DG-FMUSP activities. In 1955, it acquired the first equipment for motility studies of the digestive tract. Nowadays, there is an enormous effort to internationalize the unit, and several cooperation agreements were signed with universities all over the world, with an increased mobility of researchers and students. Our institution represented by DG-FMUSP is today the largest unit of liver transplantation in Latin America, with more than 2000 liver-transplant patients, when combining the adults and Children Program, held in another unit of our complex.
In the field of organ transplantation, it must be mentioned the first Brazilian and world small bowel transplant performed at the HC-FMUSP in 1968, by Prof. Masayuki Okumura, which was internationally recognized.
Over the years the structuring of the Clinical Gastroenterology groups was adjusted due to a significant increase in the number of patients attended to by the Service. The Clinical Hepatology group was reorganized and integrated with the Liver Transplant service. In 2012 it reached the position of the country's largest referral center in this area.
It is widely accepted that nutritional status maintenance is crucial in the treatment of patients with disorders of the digestive system. In this particular area, the DG-FMUSP has provided significant contributions over the years. Since 1967, the Surgery of the Esophagus Service undertakes studies related to enteral nutrition to treat patients with obstructive esophageal disorders. These studies resulted in the recommendation of a of soy milkbased diet.
The The DG-FMUSP also has significant contributions in the field of morbid obesity. The department's activity in this area began in the seventies with the jejunum-ileal bypass procedure practiced by Prof. Salomão Chaib. In 1982, Prof. Arthur B. Garrido Jr introduced a surgical procedure based on the reduction of the gastric reservoir capacity for treatment of morbid obesity. Since 1992, a multidisciplinary team including, in addition to surgeons, professionals from other areas especially acquainted with the treatment of extremely obese patients cares for these patients.. With the introduction of surgical laparoscopy, treatment of morbid obesity is done by this modality by the Bariatric and Metabolic Surgical Service, currently under the direction of Prof. Marco Aurélio Santo.
The first academic service of colonoscopy was established at the DG-FMUSP in 1974 and has served as a model for the diffusion of this propaedeutic method in Brazil. Similarly, studies of rectal and anal physiology were developed with the introduction of new investigative and testing tools in this area, providing numerous research studies. From these studies resulted several contributions as the use of the artificial sphincter, being this procedure carried out for the first time in the country. In addition to the hospital Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Service, the Division of Clinical Gastroenterology and Hepatology has a Diagnostic Center in Gastroenterology, which performs digestive endoscopy ultrasonography, endoscopic ultrasound, liver elastography and esophageal motility studies.
The The department has internationalized its research output by forming international partnerships with universities in Europe, Japan and the United States. More than 90% of the research is PubMed indexed and, as the fruit of international collaboration, in the last five years, the DG-FMUSP presented a striking increase in the number of publications, with 582 articles published and an exponential growth of quotations, reaching 11930. From 2006 to 2015 we observed an increase in the mean h-factor of department researchers from 28 to 55, as the result of this administrative direction.
This brief history of DG-FMUSP clearly demonstrates successfully its mission to "generate, transmit and disseminate knowledge applying it in the training of professionals in this health area and in the provision of health services to the community, with the goal of preventing and treating diseases of the digestive tract, based on clinical and research evidences.
